
It happened in 1992 and I can still remember the question.

I graduated from Millsaps College. It is a small, Methodist affiliated, liberal arts college in
Jackson, Mississippi. It is also my mother’s alma mater. I went there for several reasons. One
of them, however, was NOT senior exams.

You see, in order to receive your diploma, not only did you have to take and pass the required
hours and classes, but you also had to pass senior exams. In these exams, both oral and
written, the professors could ask you any question from any class you took pertaining to your
major. Mine was Psychology.

As someone who was never good with tests, I was a nervous wreck. It didn’t help when one of
the first questions asked was, “what is the optical illusion called when an image continues to
appear after exposure to the original image has ceased.”

Uh-oh. I had no idea.

After several seconds of uncomfortable silence, I confessed that I did not know the answer.
What saved me, though, was the next question that came my way. Professor Black asked me if
I had ever taken the class (which I now forget the name of) where this subject matter would
have been discussed. That I did know. The answer was a very emphatic and relieved “no!” In
other words, since I had never taken the class, they understood why I didn’t know the answer.

A few weeks back in a sermon I challenged everyone to use the holidays as an opportunity to
share your faith. Maybe it is seeing someone at the grocery store who is upset? Even if you
don’t know them, go over and ask if you can pray with them or help them in the midst of their
distress. Maybe it is a family member or friend who still has doubts about this whole
“Christianity” thing? Pray that God will open a door for you to invite them to church, a Bible
Study, or to hear your testimony.

I don’t know the specifics of how God wants you to share the “good news” of Christ with others,
but I do know this from Romans 10:14-15: “But how can they call on him (Jesus) to save them
unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about
him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? And how will anyone go
and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, ‘How beautiful are the feet of
messengers who bring good news!’”

By the way, nearly 40 years later and I can also still remember the answer my professors gave
to the question they asked. It is called an “afterimage.” My prayer is that the people you will be
talking to this holiday season will never forget how you shared with them the ultimate answer to
life’s questions – “Jesus who is called the Messiah” (Matthew 1:16).

God Bless,
      Pastor John
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This Advent season Pastor John and Pastor Sarah are leading two different studies. You are invited
to participate in one this holiday season on Wednesdays from 6:30-8 pm starting December 1st.

Advent Study #1: Light of the World-Led by Pastor Sarah
Advent is not only the perfect time to read the story of the birth of Jesus; it’s also a great time to
dive deeper into the biblical texts that surround the event. In Light of the World: we will learn how
the Gospel narratives connect to the Old Testament; highlight the role of women in first-century
Jewish culture; and emphasizes the importance of Mary’s visitation, the census, the stable, the star of
Bethlehem, and the flight to Egypt.

Advent Study #2: The Case for Christmas-Led by Pastor John
Who was in the manger that first Christmas morning? Some say he would become a great moral
leader. Others, a social critic. Still others view Jesus as a profound philosopher, a rabbi, a feminist, a
prophet, and more. Many are convinced he was the divine Son of God. Who was he really? And how
can you know for sure? 

Been thinking about a Life Group?
The Lockhart Life Group is inviting new couples or individuals to be a part of their group! If you
have been considering new ways to plug in at Faith, a Life Group could be just the thing. Life
Groups meet for fellowship, study, encouragement, and prayer. This Life Group meets on Sunday
afternoons and would love to welcome you into their community. If you are interested, contact
Pastor Sarah or Tim Lockhart.

What's coming in January?
Pastor Sarah will be leading a Monday morning Bible study starting January 10.  Gather in the parlor
at 10:00 a.m. to for the 6-week study The Difficult Words of Jesus.  "In The Difficult Words of Jesus,
Amy-Jill Levine shows how these difficult teachings would have sounded to the people who first
heard them, how have they been understood over time, and how we might interpret them in the
context of the Gospel of love and reconciliation."

Discipleship



BREAKTHROUGH STUDENT MINISTRY

The year is winding down and so are we. December is always a fun month full of
volunteer opportunities and the annual Breakthrough Christmas Party, complete
with Bingo and White Elephant gift exchange. This year we are doing an “Aloha
Christmas!” So save the date, December 19th! We also have a few other things
happening, so be sure to check your emails! If you are not on the email list but
would like to be, contact Pastor Sarah.

Also, keep an eye on your mailbox! Letters went out before Thanksgiving for our
summer mission trip to Lexington, SC in June, and our upcoming Confirmation
class in January. We’d love to get our students registered for those events.

Worship 
 

8:30 a.m. Traditional
9:45 a.m. Growth Studies 
10:45 a.m.  Contemporary

10:45 a.m.  Breakout (Grades K-6)
The first Sunday of each month is
Family Worship.  (No Breakout) 

 
We will continue to live stream a
full service online at 10:45 a.m.
You will find these through

Facebook, YouTube, and
Vimeo.  The recording will be
posted at www.faithumc.com.

Stewardship Report:

Annual Budget:        $ 753,295
Year to Date Need:  $ 680,862
Year to Date Rec'd: $  505,831

 

Ways to give:  
Mail (we collect mail each day)
Online (www.faithumc.com)
Text "give" to 833-942-1919

Online & Text options can be set
up as a one-time or recurring gift.  

Sunday, Dec. 5: Volunteer @ Drop & Shop, 2-5 pm
Sunday, Dec. 12: Youth Group, 5-6:30 pm
Sunday, Dec. 19: Aloha Christmas Party 5-8 pm 
                              (Dinner provided)
Sunday, Dec. 26 & Jan. 2: No Youth, Christmas Break

You can text us
at 574-406-2620



Advent is a time of rejoicing, thanksgiving, prayer, hope and love. That’s true
for most people. However, it is also a time of “firsts.” First holidays when
unable to travel to see loved ones…or to experience cancelled plans, flights,
and difficult travel due to winter weather. Disappointment from high
expectations for perfection in the celebrations comes crashing down
as you face the reality of life less than perfect.

And there’s always the “First holidays without loved ones”. Sometimes one
feels the need to “paste on a smile” for the sake of other’s expectations.
However, that does not diminish the pain of loss and/or separation. At times
when one is “down” at the holidays, usually feelings of loneliness and
disappointment in self or in life events come close together.

When you are feeling down at the holidays, don’t hesitate to reach out to
others for help when you are struggling with your feelings. Stephen Ministers
have gone through extensive training to listen to another’s concerns and
needs. While they are not therapists, they will listen, ask questions to help you
explore your feelings and needs. They will bring the love of Christ to you as
you work through your feelings. They are not there to solve your concerns for
you, but to walk with you as you explore your options.

When you or someone you know is experiencing loneliness and isolation
during the holidays, don’t hesitate to reach out to one of the Stephen Minister
Referral Coordinators so that an appropriate referral can be made. A Stephen
Minister will be scheduled to meet with you weekly (either in person or
virtual if you are more comfortable with that), listen to you and share the love
of Christ when you may be having difficulty feeling His closeness. If you
desire, they will pray with you. Men work with men, women with women.
Anything you share with them is kept confidential.

Faith UMC Referral Coordinators are Pastor John at 574-875-4438 ext 105 and
Vicki Shoemaker at 574-226-6903.

The Faith UMW will be having
their Christmas party with a
carry-in lunch on Tuesday,

December 14 @ Noon. 
All ladies of the church are

welcome to attend. 

Altar
Flowers

STEPHEN MINISTRY submitted by Linda Schrock

Be on the lookout
for the 2022 Altar
Flower calendar. 

 You choose the date
you would like to
donate the altar

flowers in memory
of a loved one or in

celebration of an
event such as a

birthday or
anniversary.  The

cost is $30 to
sponsor the altar
flowers.  You can
take them home
after the second

service time. 

Order
Cheeseballs 

in the Narthex on
Nov. 28 & Dec. 5

Cost is $7
 

Pick up in the Kitchen on
Sunday, Dec. 12

 
Proceeds support the

Missions Fund 



Kingdom Kids will present

their Christmas Program on

Tuesday, Dec. 14 @ 6:30pm.  

Dec 3:    Brad Miller
Dec 8:    Tom Weaver
Dec 9:    Patty Bachman • Glenna Pletcher
Dec 10:   Doris Ebersol
Dec 11:    Jim Smith
Dec 12:   Jeff Dahlman • Bev Radeline
Dec 13:   Emily Mills • Betty Swinehart
Dec 14:   Bailey Thompson • Carol Tice
Dec 15:   Linda Poplar
Dec 16:   Molly Brown
Dec 17:   Krystal Grant • Ed Lloyd • Steve Page 
               Jim Radeline • Jim Robertson
Dec 18:   Penelope Alber
Dec 19:   Brian Hochstetler • Alexa Hurt
Dec 20:  Margo Southern
Dec 22:  Bert Hossler
Dec 23:  Jean Bailey • Renee Cocanower • Morgan Hauger
Dec 24:  Kailey Sharp • Becky Tracy
Dec 27:  Erica Dailey
Dec 29:  Seth Buczolich • Phil Forgey • Pat Sharkey
Dec 30:  John Brown • Zander Dyrinth

Dec 3:   Brad & Joanna McDowell
Dec 6:   Pat & Dorothy Shaffer
Dec 15:  Larry & Debbie Black
Dec 17:  Clyde & Shonne Durr
Dec 19:  Larry & Karen Miller
Dec 24:  Craig & Phyl Stiver
Dec 27:  Dave & Shirley Nicoson
Dec 29:  Jamie & Jessica Buckmeier
Dec 29:  Bill & Linda Myers

Birthdays 

Anniversaries

Dec. Missions
Loose Coins for 

Bashor Children's Home
Bashor Children’s Home provides help

for troubled children and their families
through residential care, day

treatment, alternative education,
foster care, and many other services.

Bashor has become a regional provider
for services over the last 95 years and
works with over 150 children daily from

22 counties and 3 different states.
www.bashor.org

 
Church Community Services: 

Toilet Paper & Nonperishable Food

Kingdom Kids



In Our Prayers
Cancer
Becky Adams
Scott Armold
Jim Bellamy
Becky Cline
Don Dailey
Brittany Gasper
Mona Gorsuch
Beatrice Juarez
Tim Kris
Alyssa Lintz
Deb Michael
Howie Morgan
Kelly Nielsen
Doug Nickell
Joyce Parker
Cassandra Peters*
Timmy Phillips*
Miguel Reyes
Jeremy Schutz
Molly Smith
Cathy Spry
Tom Stiver
Joel Taylor
Carol Tice
Linda Utley
Glen Wade
Kevin Weldy*
Marlene Whitehead*
Joe Williams
Lori

Other
Eugene Bontrager
Brittany Hart
Mary Karon
Ruth R.
Doug Stamper
Markus Weldy
Persecuted Christians
Our Youth & Children
Stephen Ministers
Susanna's Kitchen
Kingdom Kids Daycare

JOYS!*
 
 

Medical
Cody, Wife & Infant Twins
Jaxson (8yrs old)
Alex Alber
Phil & Tonda Alwine
Brock Andrews
Bruce Atkinson
Lynda Atkinson
Brayden Baker
Maureen Bellamy
Greg Benson
Virginia Bennett
Karen Bohn
Bob Buckey
Dan Carlson
John Clark 
Christina Cook
Gene Cook
Diana Cunningham
Michelle Dennis
Alex Derenak
Cecil Dixon
Edward Dowd
Kathy Eash
Sue Everett
Jeff Fecher
Carol Fort
Sam Gratz
Austin Groves
Dwight Hamilton
Linda Hapner
Pam Harrington
Karen Hartung
Benitta Herman
Scott Hinman
Lloyd Hochstedler
Tom Horein

Medical (cont.)
Eugene Huang
Alain Huff
Everett Jamison
Tim & Michelle Jones
Remington Juday
Ramona Kelly
Dorothy Kissel*
Tyler Knudson
Betty Love
Eliana Martin
Diana Mathewson
Ian McMillan
Larry & Karen Miller
Kevin Myers
Wendy Myers
Betty Plaisted
Nicole Robinson
Dan Schaefer
Carley Schenk
Bob Schlobohm
Pat Sharkey
Lori Shay
Marilou Snell
Savannah Speer
Judy Stickel
Darlene Stiver
Alicia Sullivan
Ramona Sutphin
George Valdez
Ginger Vilmure
Chuck & Kit Waite
Shirley Weaver
Sue & Paul Weesner
Sue Weldy
Sherrill Wenger

Military:  Josh Eash, Jr. • Chris Fisher  •   Stephanie Hempel   •   Aaron Zigler

*New this month

Losses:  Ron Bowers • Mary Jo Cotherman (Jim & Marilyn Smith) • Margaret Cowsert (Pat Witt)  
                Carolyn Maloney (Don & Ruth DuBois) • Jesse Richardson (Kathleen Moncrieff)

Please update the office about those you have added to the prayer list.  Thank you.  


